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Ph. D (1983) in anthropology from Andhra University, Visakhapatnam. He got selected for Central
Government Civil Services through Union Public Service Commission (1984). He has been
teaching anthropology at University of Hyderabad since 1985. Dr. Venkata Rao functioned as
Head (2003-2004, 2005-2008), and as Coordinator, UGC Special Assistance Programme (2012-
2016) of the department of Anthropology, and as Dean (2016-2019), School of Social Sciences,
University of Hyderabad. He is presently associated with the journal, The Eastern Anthropologist
(published from Lucknow since 1947), as editor. Dr. Venkata Rao’s teaching and research interests
are in the areas of Anthropology of Development, Economic Anthropology, and Complex
Societies. He has special interest in the study of Ageing, and the dynamics of tribal communities.
He was a recipient of University Grants Commission’s Research Award (1999-2002). He has six
books and about seventy research publications to his credit. Fifteen Ph. D students and twenty-
nine M. Phil students obtained degrees under his guidance. He presented large number of papers
at national and international seminars and workshops. He also carried out research projects and
consultancies for organizations like UGC, ICSSR, ISRO, USAID, Sarva Siksha Abhiyan etc. Dr.
Venkata Rao served several academic bodies and expert committees and professional

organizations in various capacities. He was Visiting Fellow (UGC SAP) at Delhi, Kannur, Andhra,
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and Sri Venkateswara universities. Presently he is on the Academic and Research Appraisal
committee, Centre for Multi-Disciplinary Development Research (ICSSR), Dharwad, Karnataka
(2018-, and SAP advisory committee of Sri Venkateswara university. He was member of UGC
expert committees, for the review of SAP programs, Research Advisory Board of National Institute
of Rural Development, Hyderabad (2005-08), Board of Studies in Anthropology, University of
Madras (2004-2007) and Karnatak University, Dharwad 2011-2013). He also functioned in the
steering committee for the empowerment of Scheduled tribes during Eleventh Five Year Plan, and
consultative Group on Social Justice and Empowerment for midterm appraisal of Tenth Five Year

Plan.
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